sequence of psoriasis, exfoliation and dermatitis herpetiformis had not, so far as the exhibitor knew, been noted hitherto, and was one on which he would much like to have heard the opinions of members of the Section. Hydroa AEstivale (et Hiemale).
By H. C. SEMON, M.D.
THE exhibitor was of the opinion that this was a mild case of the condition first described by Bazin, in 1863, under the title, "Hydroa vacciniforme," and since classified by Hutchinson, Crocker, Bowen, Adamson and others as belonging to a distinct group of eruptions produced by actinic light rays of short wave length on exposed parts of the body. The patient, a boy, aged 8, had first developed small pimples on his cheeks, forehead and ears about a year ago. The eruption, which was always irritable, had later appeared on the backs of his hands and wrists, and in the course of the summer, when he was wearing socks instead of stockings, on his knees and legs. Many of the spots had discharged a clear fluid, and minute crusts had been noticed by the mother to form on the surface of these, and to fall off in the course of about a week or ten days. There was nothing in personal or family history of importance in the case, nor were the other children similarly affected. The patient had never been quite free of the eruption since its first appearance, although at the present time the hands and legs were free. In this respect it differed from the more common summer prurigo type of Hutchinson. The patient's face now presented irregularly scattered scratched papules, and these were situated mainly on the cheeks. On the sides of the nose were to be seen minute pitted scars, and a few of these were present among the papules on the face. On two occasions the exhibitor had satisfied himself that the primary lesion was a pale conical papule surmounted by a tiny vesicle, which doubtless accounted for the history of a clear discharge with crusting. A small nodule excised from the back of the hand exhibited perivascular round-celled infiltration in the vessels of the corium, and in the lower layers of the rete Malpighii.
Treatment of the condition by lotions and ointments of various kinds, whilst they alleviated its irritability and checked the tendency to the formation of impetiginous crusts, had in no way diminished the 1Semon: Hydroa LEstivale (et Hiemale) eruption of fresh papules, and an ointment containing a3sculin, a colourless substance derived from walnut juice, which is known to have a selective actinic absorptive action on ultra-violet rays, seemed also to be powerless in this respect.
The case is interesting, in that it would seem to belong to a class midway between the severe bullous eruptions described by Bazin and the mild summer prurigos of Hutchinson.. It has been noticed by Linser that such cases are sometimes associated with hkematoporphyrinuria, and this author reports a case in which he could produce an excess of this pigment in the urine at will by exposing the patient to the light of an arc lamp or the rays of a R6ntgen tube. The brilliant researches of Hausmann, who, by injection of minute amounts of haematoporphyrin, succeeded in sensitizing white mice to the action of photo-actinic rays, also deserve mention in this connexion.
In Dr. Semon's case, the examination of the urine, both chemically and by the spectroscope, failed to reveal the presence. of an excess of the pigment.
